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Amendments to the Specification : 

Please replace the paragraph on page 8 beginning on line 1 1 with the following: 

The abrasive particles 320 are selected to have a hardness independent of the 
hardness of the matrix material 310. For example, the matrix material 310 can have a 
first hardness and the abrasive particles 320 can have a second hardness greater than 
the first hardness of the matrix material 310. In other embodiments, however, the 
second hardness can be less than or equal to the first hardness. Suitable materials for 
the abrasive particles 320 include aluminum oxide, cerium oxide, silica, alumina, coated 
silicon oxides, zirconium compounds, titanium compounds, and other abrasive 
materials suitable for planarizing microfeature workpieces. The abrasive particles can 
have a median size of approximately 1nm to approximately 0.5um. In several 
embodiments, the abrasive e l em e nts particles have a median size of approximately 
25nm to 250nm, and in certain embodiments from approximately 50nm to 
approximately 100nm. 
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